
ownership of the land by Indigenous people in the critical Mabo Decision. Shaped
by mass recruited southern European migration, followed by refugee flows from
South East Asia and then the adoption of a points based immigration system, multi-
culturalism policy and multicultural education, became an elaborate series of prac-
tices linked to a new image of the nation.

2.1.1.1.12.1.1.1.1 Heading 5Heading 5
Australia’s experience of multicultural education arose in the 1970s when the
nation discarded its previous policies of exclusive immigration, represented by
the notorious White Australia Policy. The decisive national referendum of 1967
transferred Indigenous affairs from state to Federal government responsibility and
signaled a dramatic series of socio-legal changes in Indigenous rights. These cul-
minated in 1993 with the recognition by the High Court of Australia of the prior
ownership of the land by Indigenous people in the critical Mabo Decision. Shaped
by mass recruited southern European migration, followed by refugee flows from
South East Asia and then the adoption of a points based immigration system, multi-
culturalism policy and multicultural education, became an elaborate series of prac-
tices linked to a new image of the nation.

Introduction: Difference: Its Expansion and Consequences 11
Clic

k t
o b

uy N
OW

!PD
F-XChange Viewer

w
w

w.docu-track.c
om Clic

k t
o b

uy N
OW

!PD

F-XChange Viewer

w
w

w.docu-track.c

om

http://www.pdfxviewer.com/
http://www.pdfxviewer.com/


T
ab

le
 1

.3
Ty

pe
s o

f k
no

wl
ed

ge
 an

d t
yp

es 
of 

pro
ble

ms

Ty
pe

s o
f

kn
ow

led
ge

Ex
pla

na
tor

y k
no

wl
ed

ge
De

scr
ipt

ive
 kn

ow
led

ge
Pr

oc
ed

ura
l k

no
wl

ed
ge

Pe
rso

na
l k

no
wl

ed
ge

Ty
pe

s o
f

pro
ble

ms
Ex

pla
na

tio
n p

rob
lem

Fa
ct-

fin
din

g p
rob

lem
Str

ate
gy

 pr
ob

lem
M

ora
l d

ile
mm

a p
rob

lem

Ex
am

ple
s

Pe
op

le 
in 

the
 fi

fte
en

th
ce

ntu
ry 

us
ed

 to
 be

lie
ve

 it
wa

s p
os

sib
le 

to 
fal

l o
ff 

the
ed

ge
 of

 th
e e

art
h

Fo
llo

wi
ng

 re
ce

nt 
po

liti
ca

l
ch

an
ge

s r
ela

tin
g t

o l
an

d u
se

in 
Zi

mb
ab

we
 m

an
y i

nte
rna

l
bo

rde
rs 

ha
ve

 ch
an

ge
d

A 
43

-ye
ar-

old
 w

om
an

 ca
nn

ot
lif

t h
er 

rig
ht 

arm
 m

ore
 th

an
 45

°
an

d s
he

 co
mp

lai
ns

 of
 pi

ns
 an

d
ne

ed
les

 in
 he

r h
an

d

A 
mo

the
r b

rea
ks

 in
to 

a c
he

mi
st’

s s
ho

p a
t n

igh
t

to 
ob

tai
n l

ife
 sa

vin
g d

rug
s f

or 
he

r b
ab

y. 
Sh

e
co

nta
cts

 he
r l

oc
al 

ph
ys

ici
an

 th
e n

ex
t d

ay
 to

 ex
-

pla
in 

wh
at 

sh
e h

as 
do

ne
Ex

am
ple

of 
qu

es-
tio

n

Ex
pla

in 
wh

y
W

ha
t w

ou
ld 

a l
eg

al 
ma

p l
oo

k
lik

e?
If 

yo
u w

ere
 th

is 
cli

en
t’s

 ph
ys

io-
the

rap
ist

 w
ha

t w
ou

ld 
yo

u d
o?

W
ha

t s
ho

uld
 th

e d
oc

tor
 do

?

Re
pri

nte
d w

ith
 pe

rm
iss

ion
 fr

om
 M

cG
raw

-H
ill.

 Sa
vin

-B
ad

en
 M

, M
ajo

r C
. F

ou
nd

ati
on

s o
f p

rob
lem

-ba
sed

 le
arn

ing
. M

aid
en

he
ad

: O
pe

n U
niv

ers
ity

 Pr
ess

/
SR

HE
;2

00
4, 

p. 
67

12 A. Bal and J. Lo Bianco
Clic

k t
o b

uy N
OW

!PD
F-XChange Viewer

w
w

w.docu-track.c
om Clic

k t
o b

uy N
OW

!PD

F-XChange Viewer

w
w

w.docu-track.c

om

http://www.pdfxviewer.com/
http://www.pdfxviewer.com/


2.1.2 Heading 3

In this analysis multiculturalism and multicultural education are ultimately state
projects of response to population diversity. The demographic pluralism that is the
prior assumption of policy responses implied in the terms multiculturalism and
multicultural education may arise in many diverse ways. Specifically, in the case
of Australia it has arisen from two sources: recruited immigration and growing
recognition of rights of the original Indigenous inhabitants. Australian multicultural
education, therefore, has become a wide-ranging practice, which has included six
essential areas of focus, with different emphases over time:

(i) Provision of specialist teaching programs of English as a second language
for immigrants and Indigenous children and adults;

(ii) First language maintenance for immigrant and Indigenous learners or as
mother tongue maintenance;

(iii) Teaching of community languages, i.e. immigrant and Indigenous lan-
guages, as second languages;

(iv) Infusing culturally diverse perspectives across all subject areas of the cur-
riculum, such as history, geography, and citizenship studies;

(v) Parent participation; and
(vi) Active combating of negative and or racist depictions of minority popula-

tions.
The first three parts of these six components can be grouped under language pol-

icy: provision of specialist English education, the maintenance of the first languages
(both transitionally as a form of access to English and the wider curriculum but also
as language maintenance, and therefore as language rights), and then the issue of
making such ‘community languages’, available to the wider population as second
languages. Items three to six however, take multicultural education well beyond is-
sues of language, but in the Australian context language education became the cen-
tral issue and has often served as a proxy indicator of multicultural education in
general. The chapter by Lo Bianco traces the trajectory of these moves, showing
how over time multicultural education has become identified with, and restricted
to, language policy to a considerable degree. Lo Bianco notes the tensions between
wide-remit definitions of multicultural education and more nationally economic-
based and strategic policies such as ‘Asia literacy’.

2.2 The Onset of Intentionality
Australia’s experience of multicultural education arose in the 1970s when the
nation discarded its previous policies of exclusive immigration, represented by
the notorious White Australia Policy. The decisive national referendum of 1967
transferred Indigenous affairs from state to Federal government responsibility and
signaled a dramatic series of socio-legal changes in Indigenous rights. These cul-
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