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Joseph Stalin, leader of the Soviet Union from 1923 to his death
in 1953.
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Soviet soldiers fighting in the ruins ofStalingrad, 1942,the
bloodiest battle in human historyand a major turning point in
World War II. The Soviet Union lost around 27 million people
during the war, almost half of allWorld War II casualties.<
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Red Armysoldiers on theReichstag,Berlin, reenacting the rais-
ing of the "Victory Banner" after the fall ofNazi Germany. Pho-
tograph byYevgeny Khaldei.
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The 1945 Victory parade was the first major Soviet event recor-
ded on color film.
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First human in space,Yuri Gagarin
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Perestroika("Restructuring") poster featuring Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev
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Boris Yeltsin(far left), the leader of the Russian Federation,
stands on a Soviet tank amongst his supporters in defiance to
theAugust Coup.
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