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Vladimir Leninaddressing a crowd in 1920.
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Joseph Stalin, leader of the Soviet Union from 1923 to his death
in 1953.
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The Cathedral of Christ the Saviour in Moscow during its 1931
demolition. Organized religion was repressed in the Soviet
Union.
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Soviet soldiers fighting in the ruins ofStalingrad, 1942,the
bloodiest battle in human historyand a major turning point in
World War II. The Soviet Union lost around 27 million people
during the war, almost half of allWorld War II casualties.
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First human in space,Yuri Gagarin
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Perestroika("Restructuring") poster featuring Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev
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In an iconic photograph by theAssociated Pressbroadcast
worldwide[11]Yeltsin (far left) stands on a tank to defy the
coup.
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TheKremlin in Moscow, the official residence of the govern-
ment of the USSR.
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White House, 2006
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A 1932 Soviet poster forInternational WomenÕs Day.
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For more details on this topic, seeSoviet law.
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Map ofComecon(1986) which includes the Soviet Union and its
allies.
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Left to right:General Secretary of the Communist PartyJoseph
Stalin,PresidentFranklin D. Rooseveltof theUnited States, and
Prime MinisterWinston Churchillof theUnited Kingdom.
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Nikita Khrushchevand Cuban PresidentFidel Castroat the
United Nations buildingin 1960.
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The Soviet UnionÕs endorsement of the construction of theBer-
lin Wallin the 1960s byEast Germanyincreased tensions with
the west and was unpopular amongst many Germans.

�'�D�H�8�D�L�8�D�C�H�>�9�:�G�:�9���6�H�I�:�G�C���J�G�D�E�:�I�D�7�: �6 �7�J�;�;�:�G
�O�D�C�:�;�D�G�I�=�:�;�D�G�L�6�G�9�9�:�;�:�C�H�:�D�;�>�I�H�L�:�H�I�:�G�C�7�D�G�9�:�G�H�6�C�9
�:�C�H�J�G�:�9�>�I�H�8�D�C�I�G�D�A�D�;�I�=�:�G�:�<�>�D�C�7�N�I�G�6�C�H�;�D�G�B�>�C�<�I�=�:
���6�H�I���J�G�D�E�:�6�C�8�D�J�C�I�G�>�:�H�>�C�I�D�H�6�I�:�A�A�>�I�:�H�I�6�I�:�H�� �,�D�K�>�:�I
�I�G�D�D�E�H�>�C�I�:�G�K�:�C�:�9�>�C�I�=�:�������� �"�J�C�<�6�G�>�6�C�+�:�K�D�A�J�I�>�D�C�6�C�9
�8�>�I�:�9�I�=�:���G�:�O�=�C�:�K���D�8�I�G�>�C�:�	 �I�=�:�,�D�K�>�:�I�8�D�J�C�I�:�G�E�6�G�I�I�D
�I�=�:�.���,���$�D�=�C�H�D�C���D�8�I�G�>�C�:�6�C�9�A�6�I�:�G�(�>�M�D�C���D�8�I�G�>�C�:�	�6�C�9
�=�:�A�E�:�9�D�J�H�I�I�=�: ���O�:�8�=�D�H�A�D�K�6�@�<�D�K�:�G�C�B�:�C�I�>�C���������	
�H�D�B�:�I�>�B�:�H���G�:�;�:�G�G�:�9���I�D���6�H���I�=�:�*�G�6�<�J�:���,�E�G�>�C�<��

�#�C�I�=�:�A�6�I�:�������
�H�	�6�8�D�C�;�G�D�C�I�6�I�>�D�C�L�>�I�=���=�>�C�6�G�:�<�6�G�9�

�>�C�<�I�=�:�.�,�,�+�W�H�G�6�E�E�G�D�8�=�:�B�:�C�I�L�>�I�=�I�=�:�0�:�H�I�6�C�9�L�=�6�I
�'�6�D�E�:�G�8�:�>�K�:�9�6�H�%�=�G�J�H�=�8�=�:�K�W�H�G�:�K�>�H�>�D�C�>�H�B�A�:�9�I�D�I�=�:
�,�>�C�D�
�,�D�K�>�:�I�H�E�A�>�I���-�=�>�H�G�:�H�J�A�I�:�9�>�C�6�7�G�:�6�@�I�=�G�D�J�<�=�D�J�I�I�=�:
�<�A�D�7�6�A���D�B�B�J�C�>�H�I�B�D�K�:�B�:�C�I�6�C�9���D�B�B�J�C�>�H�I�G�:�<�>�B�:�H�>�C
���A�7�6�C�>�6�6�C�9���6�B�7�D�9�>�6�8�=�D�D�H�>�C�<�I�D�6�A�A�N�L�>�I�=���=�>�C�6�>�C
�E�A�6�8�:�D�;�I�=�:�.�,�,�+��� �D�G�6�I�>�B�:�	�L�6�G�7�:�I�L�:�:�C�I�=�:�;�D�G�B�:�G
�6�A�A�>�:�H�6�E�E�:�6�G�:�9�I�D�7�:�6�E�D�H�H�>�7�>�A�>�I�N���L�=�>�A�:�G�:�A�6�I�>�D�C�H�L�D�J�A�9
�8�D�D�A�9�J�G�>�C�<�I�=�:�������
�H�	�I�=�:�N�L�D�J�A�9�C�D�I�G�:�I�J�G�C�I�D�C�D�G�B�6�A�

�>�I�N���J�C�I�>�A���I�=�:�!�D�G�7�6�8�=�:�K�:�G�6��

���J�G�>�C�<�I�=�: �H�6�B�:�E�:�G�>�D�9�	�6 �I�:�C�H�:�8�D�C�;�G�D�C�I�6�I�>�D�C
�7�:�I�L�:�:�C�I�=�:�,�D�K�>�:�I�.�C�>�D�C�6�C�9�I�=�:�.�C�>�I�:�9�,�I�6�I�:�H�D�K�:�G�I�=�:
�,�D�K�>�:�I�9�:�E�A�D�N�B�:�C�I�D�;�C�J�8�A�:�6�G�B�>�H�H�>�A�:�H�>�C���J�7�6�H�E�6�G�@�:�9
�I�=�:���J�7�6�C���'�>�H�H�>�A�:�����G�>�H�>�H�>�C������������

�-�=�:�%�!�������D�B�B�>�I�I�:�:�;�D�G�,�I�6�I�:�,�:�8�J�G�>�I�N���H�:�G�K�:�9�>�C�6
�;�6�H�=�>�D�C�6�H�I�=�:�,�D�K�>�:�I�8�D�J�C�I�:�G�E�6�G�I�I�D�7�D�I�=�I�=�:� �:�9�:�G�6�A
���J�G�:�6�J�D�;�#�C�K�:�H�I�>�<�6�I�>�D�C�6�C�9�I�=�:���:�C�I�G�6�A�#�C�I�:�A�A�>�<�:�C�8�:
���<�:�C�8�N�>�C�I�=�:�.���,���#�I�G�6�C�6�B�6�H�H�>�K�:�C�:�I�L�D�G�@�D�;�>�C�;�D�G�B�

�6�C�I�H�I�=�G�D�J�<�=�D�J�I�I�=�:�,�D�K�>�:�I�.�C�>�D�C�	�L�=�>�8�=�L�6�H�J�H�:�9�I�D
�B�D�C�>�I�D�G�K�>�D�A�6�I�>�D�C�H�>�C�A�6�L���-�=�:�;�D�G�:�>�<�C�L�>�C�<�D�;�I�=�:�%�!��
�L�6�H�J�H�:�9�I�D�<�6�I�=�:�G�>�C�I�:�A�A�>�<�:�C�8�:�>�C�8�D�J�C�I�G�>�:�H�6�G�D�J�C�9�I�=�:
�<�A�D�7�:�����;�I�:�G�I�=�:�8�D�A�A�6�E�H�:�D�;�I�=�:�,�D�K�>�:�I�.�C�>�D�C�	�>�I�L�6�H�G�:�

�E�A�6�8�:�9�>�C�+�J�H�H�>�6�7�N�I�=�:�,�/�+ ��� �D�G�:�>�<�C�#�C�I�:�A�A�>�<�:�C�8�:�,�:�G�

�K�>�8�:���6�C�9�I�=�:� �,�� ��� �:�9�:�G�6�A�,�:�8�J�G�>�I�N�,�:�G�K�>�8�:�D�;�I�=�:�+�J�H�H�>�

�6�C��� �:�9�:�G�6�I�>�D�C����

�-�=�:�%�!���L�6�H�C�D�I�L�>�I�=�D�J�I�H�J�7�H�I�6�C�I�>�6�A�D�K�:�G�H�>�<�=�I���-�=�:
�!�+�. ���'�6�>�C�#�C�I�:�A�A�>�<�:�C�8�:���>�G�:�8�I�D�G�6�I�:���	�C�D�I�E�J�7�A�>�8�>�O�:�9�7�N
�I�=�:�,�D�K�>�:�I�.�C�>�D�C�J�C�I�>�A�I�=�:�:�C�9�D�;�I�=�:�,�D�K�>�:�I�:�G�6�9�J�G�>�C�<
�E�:�G�:�H�I�G�D�>�@�6�	 �L�6�H�8�G�:�6�I�:�9�7�N�&�:�C�>�C�>�C�������� �6�C�9�H�:�G�K�:�9
�7�D�I�=�6�H�6�8�:�C�I�G�6�A�>�O�:�9�=�6�C�9�A�:�G�D�;�B�>�A�>�I�6�G�N�>�C�I�:�A�A�>�<�:�C�8�:�6�C�9
�6�H�6�C�>�C�H�I�>�I�J�I�>�D�C�6�A�8�=�:�8�@�
�6�C�9�
�7�6�A�6�C�8�:�;�D�G�I�=�:�D�I�=�:�G�L�>�H�:
�G�:�A�6�I�>�K�:�A�N�J�C�G�:�H�I�G�>�8�I�:�9�E�D�L�:�G�D�;�I�=�:�%�!�������;�;�:�8�I�>�K�:�A�N�	�>�I
�H�:�G�K�:�9�I�D�H�E�N�D�C�I�=�:�H�E�>�:�H�	�6�C�9�	�C�D�I�H�J�G�E�G�>�H�>�C�<�A�N�	�I�=�:�%�!��
�H�:�G�K�:�9�6�H�>�B�>�A�6�G�;�J�C�8�I�>�D�C�L�>�I�=�I�=�:�!�+�.�����H�L�>�I�=�I�=�:�%�!���	
�I�=�:�!�+�. �D�E�:�G�6�I�:�9�>�C�C�6�I�>�D�C�H�6�G�D�J�C�9�I�=�:�L�D�G�A�9�	�E�6�G�I�>�8�J�

�A�6�G�A�N�>�C�,�D�K�>�:�I�7�A�D�8�6�C�9�H�6�I�:�A�A�>�I�:�H�I�6�I�:�H���-�=�:�!�+�. �8�D�C�I�>�C�

�J�:�H�I�D�D�E�:�G�6�I�:�>�C�+�J�H�H�>�6�I�D�9�6�N�	�L�>�I�=�G�:�H�D�J�G�8�:�H�:�H�I�>�B�6�I�:�9
�7�N���H�D�B�:���I�D���:�M�8�:�:�9���I�=�D�H�:���D�;���I�=�:���,�/�+�3�����4�3�����4��

Gorbachev in one-on-one discussions with U.S. PresidentRon-
ald Reagan.
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Soviet troops withdrawing from Afghanistan in 1988.
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For more details on this topic, seeMilitary history of the
Soviet Union.
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TheDneproGES, one of manyhydroelectricpower stations in
the Soviet Union
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This map shows the 1974 geographic location of various ethnic
groups within the Soviet Union
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